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So Who is the 

Will County Center for 

Economic Development?



We are a Private Non-Profit Economic Development Corporation 

We Serve All of Will County

We are also the Will County Chamber of Commerce

So Who is the 

Will County Center for Economic Development?



Assist in the Recruitment of New Businesses

Assist in the Retention & Expansion of Existing Businesses

Assist in the Creation of New Jobs

Assist in Creating New Wealth in Will County

What is the Mission of the 

Will County Center for Economic Development?



We Market Will County as a Premier Business Location

We Engage Leaders in the Public and Private Sectors in Fulfilling Our 

Mission

We Collect and Maintain Development Data on Will County

We Maintain Regular Contact With Major Employers in the County

We Maintain a Working Network of Economic Development Allies

We Actively Support Public Policies Which Further the CEDôs Mission

We Foster a Positive Culture of Economic Development Throughout the 

Entire County.

So How Do We Do This?



Business Development  - Jobs, Jobs, Jobs/Seeking Corporate HQôs

The Blueprint for Transportation/South Suburban Airport

Building a Business - Education Partnership

Building Community Capacity/Planning for the Future

The Will County CED Agenda 2008



CED Investor Benefits

You are a part of a Premier Economic Development Organization

You Directly Participate in making Will County a better Place to Live 

and Do Business

You Have the Inside Scoop on:
New Developments Coming into the County

Important Infrastructure Projects

Public Policy Actions Affecting Business in Illinois & the 

County

You Have Access to Informationunique to the CEDôs Mission

You Have the CED to help Identify Business Assistance and 

Incentive Programs for You and Your Clients



CED Investor Benefits

You Participate In a number of Special  Events:

Eye-Opener Breakfasts

Annual Real Estate Forecast 

Quarterly WEN Luncheons

Annual investor Bar-B-Q 

Annual Investor Luncheon

Government Affairs Briefings

Special Business Briefings



CED Investor Benefits

You Can Become Involved By Joining An Active Board or Committee:

Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Economic Development Committee

Workforce & Education Committee

Will Economic Network (WEN)

Diplomats/Eastern Diplomats



CED Investor Benefits

You Can Become Involved By Joining A Special Purpose Group:

Transportation Logistics Council (TLC)

Inland Port Impact Study Group

Business Labor Coalition for Infrastructure

Dream It Do It Workforce Campaign

Business ïEducation Partnership



The Strategic Policy Council (SPC)

Newly formed in 2006

Private/Public óThink Tankô for Will County

65 Members, Meet Quarterly (May 30th)

Priority Issues:

Transportation Infrastructure 

K-12 Education

Workforce Development



WILL COUNTY

Growth





Will  County Land Area

500,000 Acres of Land in Will County

Today:

Only 20% of the land is considered developed

300,000 Acres is agricultural

Potential for development over the next 15 - 20 years 

exceeds 180 square miles

This is the equivalent of five townships



WILL COUNTY

Population Growth



Will County Population Growth

Since the 2000 Census, Will County has  grown by 165,950 residents

A 34% increaseïlargest in the State

1990 Population: 357,313

2000 Population: 502,266

July 2006: 668,217

July 2007 673,586



Will County Population Growth

Will County in 2007 was the 54th fastest growing county in the U.S.

Will County more than doubled itsô population between 1990 and 2006

It will double again in the next 20 years to over 1 Million people

Will County will add more jobs than any other county in Illinois 

between now and the year 2030



Projected % Population Change by County 2000-2030

121% Growth in Will County to Over 1.1 M people

We project 1 Million by 2020 !

SOURCE: NIPC Forecast 2030



An Indicator of Growth ïNew Industrial Space Since 2000

2000 51,600,000 Sq. Ft.

2002 56,000,000 Sq. Ft. (Intermodal Opens)

2004 73,700,000 Sq. Ft.

2006 94,000,000 Sq. Ft.

2007 116,500,000 Sq. Ft.

+ 64,900,000 Sq. Ft. (+125%)

SOURCE: NIPC Forecast 2030



Will County Growth Impacts ïBy the Numbers

Will County added over 52,957 single family dwelling units between 

2007-2007 (US Census)

The annual construction value of single-family building permits issued 

in Will County between 1985 & 2007 increased from $80.3 Million to 

$591Million (US Census)

The total assessed value of all property in Will County increased 13.9%

between 2005 & 2006 from $16.124 billion to $18.358 (Will County)

The total assessed value of all property in Will County in 1985 was 

$2.81 Billion; the total assessed value in 2006 was $18.358 Billion ïan 

increase of over 550%!!



WILL COUNTY:

Infrastructure ï2008



WILL COUNTY

Transportation Blueprint



WILL COUNTY

Transportation Blueprint

Situation:

Will County Government is Currently Updating Its 25 Year 

Transportation Plan (the ñ20-30 Planò)

Annual Planning and Funding Decisions are being made by 66 Units 

of Government

A Comprehensive Road Funding Plan or Policy Does Not Exist in 

the County



$5 billion a year needed to maintain Illinois roads and bridges

Chicago Tribune, April 23, 2008



WILL COUNTY

Transportation Blueprint

The CED has looked for a ñKeeper of the Planò

We have found no-one.

As a result the CED has developed a Transportation Blueprint that 

will serve as a guide for transportation planning and improvements 

throughout Will County through the year 2030



WILL COUNTY

Transportation Blueprint

Priority I-80 Corridor Transportation Projects:

üAdd Lanes On I-80 From Rte 45 to the Prairie Parkway

üWiden Rte 30 From Joliet to Harlem Ave

üConstruct New Interchange at I-57 & Manhattan ïMonee Rd

üImprove State/Local Roads Feeding the Veterans Memorial Tollway

üBuild the Illiana Expressway From I-65 to I-57

üBuild the South Suburban Airport



South Suburban Airport


